NICOLE MIU TAKAGI INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE

Internship duration: January 2022 ~ April 2022
University: Waseda University (study abroad at National University of Singapore)

Major: Double degree program in International relations and Statistics

Year of study: 5th-year (at the time of the internship)

Figure 1 Miu Nicole Takagi (L) and Margaret Kawabata (R) — both interns at the OECD Tokyo Centre

1. Please introduce yourself.
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My name is Miu and | interned at the OECD from January 2022 to April 2022. I'm currently
a 5" year student at the Waseda University, School of International Liberal Studies, doing a
concentration in International relations. Right before joining OECD, | studied abroad for 2
and a half years to obtain a double degree program in Statistics at the National University
of Singapore.
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2. Why did you apply for the internship at the OECD Tokyo Centre?
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| applied for the internship at the OECD Tokyo Centre because | had always wanted to
experience what it is like in an international organization. In addition, because | had just
returned from studying abroad at Singapore, the timing was perfect for me to do a 4-
month long internship and to test my skills in international relations and some statistics
before the new semester began at Waseda University.
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3. Please describe how your day/week looks like as an intern.
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A Certain Week in March

] Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri

SHECEIELY Pick Relevant News Pick Relevant News Pick Relevant News Pick Relevant News
Internal Meeting with Personal Project Time Personal Project Time

Work on Personal Project Social Media Team

Draft Summaries for
Draft Summaries for the Regional News Draft Summaries for

11:00-12:00 Draft Summaries for the Regional News - - the Regional News
Personal Project Time

the Regional News

10:00-11:00

13:00-14:00 Further Edit the Summaries Further Edit the Summaries Further Edit the Summaries

RIS Edl.t Qi3 SIMIMEN (S and Publish them and Publish them and Publish them
14:00-15:00 and Publish them onto
onto the Shared Document onto the Shared Document onto the Shared Document
the Shared Doc
15:00-16:00 . . S n
Work on Personal Project | Prepare for Virtual Launch Nikkei Asia Interview

. Conduct Research on
16:00-17:00 Evefnt oSfEli:ogﬁ_mlc Ingrook Phili O.n th; S.IAITO - Clean up my Notes and Region for Updates on
or » LNING, Incla fippine Dally nquirer Draft a Summary on Economy and Politics

17:00-18:00 Virtual |TaLlnCh of Interview on the SAEO the SAEO Event
the Economic Outlook for Internal Meeting with

SEA, China, India (SAEO) Tokyo Centre Staff

Work on Personal Project

18:00-19:00

In general, we support Kawaguchi san, the Acting Head of the Tokyo Centre on political
intelligence and news in the Asia-Pacific.

An intern’s day starts at 9:30 AM and
finishes at 6:30PM, including a lunch
break. In the morning, | first check

regional news in the Asia-Pacific and
draft summaries of some of the most
important fresh news of the day. For
example, we’re currently monitoring
the situation in Sri Lanka, the
movements by the Bank of Japan in

Figure 2 Miu Nicole Takagi (L) and Margaret Kawabata (R)
working at the OECD Tokyo Centre

response to the weak Yen, and



elections such as the one that finished in East Timor and the one that is currently ongoing
in the Philippines.

In addition, | monitor the influence and impact the OECD has in social media such as
Twitter to see how much outreach we have and how our data is being used in the public
sphere — important “listening” work of the Public Affairs and Communications that the
Tokyo Centre belongs to.

During the week shown in the calendar, | supported the Virtual Launch of the Economic

Outlook of Southeast Asia, China and India 2022 from creating graphics for email headers

to providing technical and time-keeping support during the event.
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4. What are some of the best things
about this internship?
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The best thing about this internship are
the connections you make and the
unigue experience you receive as an
intern at the OECD.

You always know that you have the

support of the rest of the staff of the Figure 3 Email header created by Miu Nicole Takagi for
the SAEO Launch Event


https://www.oecd.org/tokyo/newsroom/financing-a-sustainable-recovery-from-covid-19-saeo2022-webinar-invitation.htm
https://www.oecd.org/tokyo/newsroom/financing-a-sustainable-recovery-from-covid-19-saeo2022-webinar-invitation.htm

OECD with you. So if you face any difficulties or obstacles, you can be rest assured that they
have your back.

In addition to the staff at the Tokyo Centre, you also have the opportunity to

from other departments, including the OECD youth network called Youthwise, a
programme created by the OECD to allow for us, young people to have a say in our future.
Since we currently have two members residing in Japan and one in Korea, we are currently
reaching out to them to explore more collaborative areas to further involve them in our
work and ensure that their voices are heard.

At the OECD Tokyo Centre, you are generally able to to
your interests, especially for projects that you will be allowed to plan and conduct

CZTAVA-VELT—ERMOFEZAIIMBALDDEAY E T9,

& OECD DH2DT. MBZELCHI>TE ROLUESEICEVEDIENT
=x9d,

HREII-OATYIUMNI A-ATAAEDMIBED S 4 & ZENTEES, I

—A71X(E OECD [LEE SN TWS, A BEDISIBEELENAE D OFEICODVWTDFZE, I
FEEZV-HA-CEWTWEETZTOIILTHY, SREAERERNICZ A BEIC—AXY
N=-DPWET, SRIE. 1VT-VELTEBILFENT. Z0MB A TERIVT7ERHAELTVE
ER

&#&IC, OECD R VY -Tl}. 1V5-ViZiR%E B D DLk P ZENT
EESCIN

5. What skills helped you, coming into this internship?
AVF=-UyTHRFRIC, | AFIEHYFTH ?

Some of the skills that | initially had was a familiarity with using Excel to organize large
amounts of qualitative information. This helped me create organizational documents of
future events and information useful for future events.
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https://www.oecd.org/about/civil-society/youth/youthwise/

6. What tasks did you find challenging? How did you overcome them?
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Some of the most difficult tasks were and still is the regional news drafting. Since we must
work under a time pressure and juggle other work at the same time, | needed to quickly
develop and eye for what information is most important and have the ability to condense

the multitude of information into a single concise paragraph. Daily practice in addition to
giving myself the homework to read more news helped me improve greatly.
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JOIN US AT THE OECD TOKYO CENTRE

How does a day of an
intern look like
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Personal Project

Figure 4A Powerpoint presentation slide presented by Miu Nicole Takagi to Waseda
University students at the OECD Internship Information Session held at 18:30-19:30 on April
21,2022.

7. What are some skills you’ve gained through this internship experience?
1V5=ITHFH LB LAFIEHYEIH ?

One of the new skills | developed was memorization skills. | often needed to quickly recall
what was said during conferences that | attended to take notes since there were times
where my writing was slower than the speaking speed. In addition, having the ability to
quickly recall and relay information on important events, people, and organizations helps



you to stay on top of your work without having to spend time trying to find the
information, with the additional benefit of allowing you to build rapport with people.

For existing skills, , , , and

were also greatly improved. You are able to practice your drafting skills through the daily
regional news while presentation skills are developed through the regular staff meetings
and events. With a great team at the Tokyo Centre, it is a given that your teamwork skills
improve while networking skills are naturally developed as you start communicating with
other staff members and personnel who come to the OECD.
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8. Who do you recommend to apply for this internship?
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| recommend people who have the drive to , in addition to having a good
command of and . This internship is also great for people interested in
working in an to directly experience how these organizations

work and find out what to expect in this field for your future career.

TEEN. FITPAFINERF>TVBRLIC. M EREHERZ > TWBAICHENDLET, £/, E R
B CHEHBDICEEREIF>TVND A ICERIEEREEL TV EEWTT,



